
Wuj 


HISTORY 

OF THE 

MINGO INDIANS 


















monument to and 

History of the Mingo Indians 

Fads and Traditions about 'Phis 
Tribe, Their Wars, Chiefs, Camps, 

Villages and Trails. Monument 
Dedicated to Their Memory Near 
the Village of Mingo, In Tygarts 
River Valley of West Virginia. 


PREHISTORIC A M I It IC A 



AllOMKUnir.g AN() A M'TM’I.tr.rt ll 

Wli ,mam If. COBB ANDREW Nuoifl 


MIJ MAXWKI.I. 




COPYRIGHTED 1821 


BY 

William H. Cobb 


Standard Book Number 87012-194-4 
Reprinted 1974 for 

Mullins Antique Market and Rare Books 
Elkins, West Virginia, by 
McClain Printing Company 
Parsons, West Virginia 







HON. W. H. COBB 















The Sam Wood Home is better known in later years as the Edm 
was built by a colony of Englishmen about 1880. It remains as it wj 
neth B Currence who purchased it from the youngest son of Sam 
tains 512 acres. 
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Monument* purchased by Kenneth B Cummc* from Dr (toward Wood m UW wove completed n- 

li»70 and nuiinltuned In the landowner Public s»«us were everted on Route 2\'.' at the enti.in^ ‘ y ' 
des. R ,taltn« local,on of mo.unuents Another »gn at MIurO jpv*s location and direction to General K h l** 
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article I 


BY captain W.lliam H. Cobb 

TP. request Uu, . prepare - ^ 

in connecUon with the proposal to ui and Marlinton Pike near 

jrs^jss^s «, ^ «.« ~ 

L anTLg peHod o, years, an, «Pen a pertod o< a tew centuries are .0 t. 
covered it means that most of the information is ‘rational 

The Indian “village site” at Mingo has been regarded as the habitat of 
this tribe, but it is with no certainty that this is at all correct, but on the 
other hand it would appear that this village was the abode of some other 
tribe, for we have no account which would make this a Mingo home, and for 
the reason that the Mingoes were on the upper waters of the Susquehanna 
river in Pennsylvania and New York even before the founding of Jamestown, 
and from that date or little later, made a settlement on the waters of the 
Ohio and still later further west. 

That there was a village once occupied by Indians at Mingo, I take it 
that no one doubts; we have it handed down from the ancestors of those now 
living in that section that such a site existed when settlement was begun soon 
after the Revolution; not a site of recent occupancy, but long decaying, yet 
retaining all the marks of such a village, and at this date evidences in way of 
flints, pottery and Indian relics are to be found on Mingo Run, and we are 
told that mounds on the Mingo Flats are still to be found, making it certain 
that in that elevated and beautiful section, overlooking the country for miles 
and miles, that such a village existed. 

The Indian trails, over which both public roads and railroads have since 
followed, passed through Mingo Flats, the scenery from which appeals to the 
white and probably to the tribes that followed the routes, covering passes 
from one stream to another, some of which at this point lead Northward, an¬ 
other Southward and still another Westward. The principal route it would 
appear led from the North from Saint George in Tucker county by way of 
Leading Creek, up the Tygart's Valley River and thence to the Greenbrier, 
and near those Flats, one trail branched to the East and down Clover Lick to 
Greenbrier river, the other to the S. W. and down Williams & Gauley rivers, 

v»niv 8 i W ! 8t ,°ln lnS °* at D0W Brady gate ‘ the path divided - one going down 
m h u a ° f kS t0 Elk river * the other ^ *>»»t Mountain and westward 
Ind Minao l Kanawha : ° n the Valley river between HuttonsvlUe 

forks of the r r the VaUey: one from the head of the two 

reenbrier, and across the Cheat river and Cheat Mountain 
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near the head Of Dacca's Creak; and still another from the Cheat. River 
Flahlnuhnwk and down Files Creok at Doverly, and Mill another of th« UP 
path* came to the Valley Itlver from the Buckbannon waters, across the Mid* 
,||p Fork and down the Mill Creek to the Valley below Huttonavllle 

Theae several trail* converging around Mingo, makea this point one of 
rendesroua. and with the traditions we have and the rellm found renders it 
fairly conclusive that such village existed, but with any certainty of which 
tribe built or occupied It. we have no positive proof and can only conjecture- 
most probably not the Mingo tribe. 

Among the earliest history we have of the Mingo Indian Is recited by 
Thomas JefTerson In his •'Notes” and In discussing the Five Nations of In¬ 
dians. and referring to the Mohicans, he says: 

"This nation had a close alliance with the Shawanese, who lived on the 
Susquehanna and to the west of that river, as far as the Allegheny Mountains 
and carried on a long war with another powerful nation or confederacy of 
Indians, which lived to the north of them between Kittattnnery Mountains 
or highlands, and the Lake Ontario, and who called themselves Mingoes and 
are called by the present writers Iroquois, by the English the Five Nations 
and by the Indians to the southward, with w'hom they were at war. Massa- 
wemacs. This war was carrying on in its greatest fury, when Captain Smith 
first arrived in Virginia. The Miugo warriors had penetrated the Susque¬ 
hanna down to the mouth of It In one of his excursions up the bay, at the 
mouth of the Susquehanna, in 1608, Captain Smith met six or seven of their 
canoes full of warriors, who were coming to attack their enemies In the rear. 
In an excursion which he had made a few weeks before, up the Rappahannock 
and in which he had a skirmish with a party of the Manaheads. and had taken a 
brother of one of their chiefs prisoner, he first heard of this nation. For when 
he asked the prisoner why his nation attacked the English, the prisoner said 

^Tt’h i “S". h3d heard th8t 018 ET1g,,sh ran,e from under the world to 
take their world from them." 

with^tbif Sener»a Je «° r80 « waR writing, the Mingo was In a confederacy 

Tb rk r the Mohawka to the 

being younger and weaker mk* Cayuga * and ° neidaa - the two latter 
common language and jointly ^ H.” 1 ^ confederac y having the same 

definite decisive battle in thefr tavorZllZ T tdbe8 t0 80Uth - and no 
resourceful, thev took Into thi K becn Won and findin * th « enemy 

came the former enemy, who ask dT ^ trlhes nnd by thlB means over- 
Protectlon of the Mingoes »h Rnd P ' Jt themselves under the 

Fame for the joint use of ** 8UbJugated to raise corn, hunt 

the defeated tribe l n m Z . ' COndiUon William Penn found 

The Mingo mav be ( B i, A 

,h *' ,h - 

Thile this dnT t UoU8, revengeful and „ ’ d in peace Kenerous. 

SLTSVr “ lhe “ 4 

to their teachings taki^ V ‘° W ®° lnt . thev wore 5 Keneral rule among 
“° n# - the birds, the ^ D V he,r meta Phors‘from ^ B ’ 8 ■“* fa,rl >' * 8 «thful 
or agreed the sou rca tho 'stable kin K d 6 SUD ’ th<> Clouds ' the 8 °*- 

* b *ch the Indian X * ,a not «udorstood 
came: whether from the East 
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, or TMf M.NOO INDIAN* 




—-- .. _ .bout the language, 

„ •» b,rr *“°* ,wr ‘ a °° 

tj ::."-—- - 

n. nn Mm«> » 1 h . put upon thoin W 

free *«r cunOuc, on -~7 —- “ 

degrees the Indian westward. and f ^ war 

tore IT* locating at drat on the ^ there the city of 

rsESjiSsrrs ssss: 


Okiahjm^aJd ^ ^ nauon without ware is a nation without hiBtory, and of 
course the same is true of the Indian, but the Mingo la not without hla full 


participation in war and all the cruelty of IL From 1750 to 1790 he played 
hi, wicked part In the tragedy of warfare and what he and hla alliance did 
not do was no mark of indisposition not to do it, for they left destruction 
from Port Seibert and the South Branch country westward as far as the 
white man had dared advance, but in thiB they were not alone for the white 
man at times as the leader was the Instigator of the outrageous warfare, and 
Simon Girty at the head of the Shawnee was an example participant. 

The honors of war are usually reflected through the commanding gen¬ 
eral, but with the Indian it was the Chief, and what mighty ones the Mingoea 
may hare had at different periods, we cannot ever know, but history has given 
us the name of Little Eagle (Kisopilaj who In an unexpected fight with a few 
men under Captain Gibson near Fort Pitt in 1763, the Mingoea gave fight with 
the result of Captain Gibson completely taking off the head of Little Eagle, 
and It Is probable that this combat gave more impetus to the Big Knife, of the 
Nation of Big Knife (the designation the Indians gave the Virginians ever 
after) than any other thing; but it is not known whether It was the sword of 
the saber kind or an actual long knife which the Virginian used In close con¬ 
tact, but this weapon was a "night-mare" to an Indian, whether awake or 


It was about this period that Kentucky waa firBt belne exnlnrArt 

the ri n ° tr ' be da,med exdUB,ve rlght8 to hunting ground irobLly 
the richest game country ever trod by Indians east of the MlJ 
this developed we see our Mingo along with the r.hamlr C u 88l88ip1 ' and “ 
and Delawares and others con!encHn/fI^hl ^T * 6 ’ ShawDee8 - Catawbas 

conflicts resulted that It In time became known 8 u 1^.“? bl °° dy 
ground." Known as the "dark and bloody 

their other leader* w^^hu ^ tha ° a11 

have made hi. ancestry uncertain, but his fatw'w ^ Cler 411(1 tra “* 
a celebrated chief of the Cayugua and born k P^bably Ehllkellamy. 

sylvan la; another ImpressionTtL“ e w * rh 1?26 &t Sh&mokln ' Pe “- 
and adopted by the Oneldas. the allied trib^t^M, 8011 ° f & French Canad ‘«n. 

--——... —“js 
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*-- , . rM „|*d in the HuaQ.iehun.rn Rlvnr country 

later with Other* to the Mingo -Town of the. tr.be 

until ulu 11 * 1 .hared In the* spirit of 

,n °,„ h.. new ---^^“ripoeod to live peacefully with the 
Mh trlbeiuen »n«l « ,,loa 

white*. t lh0 white man westward and hi* conflict with 

The continued advance “ un(J lhoII . m.d In the*e conflict* Indians 

the Indian here and there “ ^ ftlH , occasionally lnofronsive Indiana 

killed and destroyed wh ^ deader the IndUll , H the better he la. 

were killed with ,,u v e ftB (ho Fren ch and Indian war and later 

brought on the coattlcl ^ the Mouth of the Kanawha, which was In a 

brought about U he * of , he Ohio valley, especially the portion to the 

way to settle the own 1 , , decisive battle ever fought be- 

l « -*. — * 

■ssss z r ... - 


Chllllcothe. but being at the time 


mdian massacre occurred In which Logan's family, probably having only a 
rister but possibly a wife, but no children, and this inflamed the allied tribes 
of Indians to such an extent that Logan became the leader not only of his 
own people, but any who would follow, and crossing to the east and on both 
sides of the Ohio, he and his people destroyed the whites and their settle¬ 
ments. leaving neither woman or child in their wake, and this led the Vir¬ 
ginians to take up arms and bring about the battle of Point Pleasant, and 
generally known as Dunmore's war—he being then Colonial Governor of 
Virginia. 

This massacre of the Indians was by Logan attributed to Captain Michael 
Cresap. a Marylander, but history is now convincing that Cresap was not 
present at this shameful massacre, but probably took part in other “killings” 
where he felt that Justice was only being meted out to the deserving ones. 

When the Dunmore war was concluded by a peace or treaty at Chilllcothe, 
the Chiefs of all the tribes taking part In the battle of the Mouth of Kanawha, 
appeared except John Logan, the Mingo head; he being sent for, refused to 
appear, but sent that famous message that school boys many years were re¬ 
quired to recite on Friday afternoon before the country school closed for the 
week; this speech reads: 

"I appeal to any white man to say. if he ever entered Logan's cabin hun¬ 
gry, and he gave him not meat; if he ever came cold and naked and he clothed 
him not. During the course of the last long and bloodv war Logan remaiued 
die In his cabin, an advocate of peace. Such was my love for the whites, 
hat my countrymen pointed as they passed and said. 'Logan is the friend of 
ine white men.' 1 had even thought to have lived with you. but for the injury 
mnrdlT";. fu° ,0nel Cre8RP - ,he last 9pr,ng ' *« cold blood, and unprovoked, 
dren Th ^ > ° re,ations of L °E an . not even sparing my women and chil- 

Thta ran , 1 ” 0t a drop °* my blood in the veins of any living creature, 

fully glutted ° r ro ' enK ° 1 have sought it; I have killed many; I have 

But 1 do not h ven8:eancei for niy country I rejoice at the beams of peace. 

“0 not harbor a thought that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt 
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article 11 


By Andrew Price 

A(fcrltlnn l8 ^ued to the article reproduced in this issue prepared by 
Caot^rof Rudolph County, about our pet Indians, the Min*o.There 
^£uc? valuable historical matter in the article and it Is well worth your 

atteD B Twe must enter a rigorous protest against two of the Matorlan'Ji con- 
elusions—first that the Mingos did not live at Mingo Flats and second, that 
Sngo ought to be spelt with a little m. as it means outlaw or some such 

D&m we know exactly how the Captain's mind was poisoned on this subject. 
He is echoing conclusions reached by historians who lived in other states 
and who have cast doubts on the Identity of the tribe. It all goes to show 
that the onlv wav to preserve the history of your own people is to do it your- 
aeU and not depend on some person a thousand miles away to do you justice. 
Such men do not know and they do not care. 

To doubt that the Mingo Indians once had their tribal center at Mingo 
Flats is equivalent to what would be the case if some historian would arise 
a hundred years hence and deny that there were ever any catfish in Green¬ 
brier River, and then cap the climax by adding that he had his doubts If there 
ever was such a fish anyway. 

An old man told us thirty years ago that the Indians that last lived In 
this section were Mingos and he could remember when there were traces of 
their camps in the periwinkle shell piles along the river. We never doubted 
that until we began to read all the histories that came to hand and then for 
a season we doubted that there ever was such an animal as the Mingo. But 
as time went on we gathered a great mass of information and got to the time 
when we could weigh evidence better, we saw that tradition is true and that 
the last Indian residents of these hills and valleys were Mingos and that they 
had their city at Mingo Flats, where they raised their winter corn. 

Washington made his way to the French Forts on the Ohio and reported 
the Mingos living on the waters of that river. Robert Files and David Tygart 
settled in Tygarts Valley in 1754. This was the year after Washington had 
been at the forks of the Ohio. Files and Tygart found an Indian town at 
Mingo Flats and determined to abandon the country on account of the con¬ 
tiguity of an Indian village. Before Files could move, he and his whole 
family were killed by the Indians. 

Just about this time Greenbrier, the site of the town of Marllnton was 
made a fortified place to watch the Warrior’s Road, known generally as the 
Seneca Trail. In 1755, Braddock took a big army into the woods Just nort 
of us and there met the Shawnees, the Delawares, and the Mingos. and other 
Indians allied with the French and left 800 dead men on the field whose bones 
whitened in the sun for three yearB. 
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----- hllnB for thre« year- we* of the 

that the only P-e -round Marling 

After was the Greenbrier Valley cen ^ men- Th ^ ^ 

AnP Bu tt t n vengeance overtook the^ ^ 8t(|te of New Y °^’ e l ^ year- before, 
with headquarters In wh a wHh the N ew York sett e re T)utchm(in -, name who 


with headquarters » aettler. — 

kirt -.-ken a e„n ractw.^ dam Cor,ear wm £* governor9 of New 

" at llterally wlped thero ofl 

Of The ‘face of the earth^ Iroquol 8. with t^^ ^ ^^enTh^ndlan 

After Braddocks defeat ^ virglnla clea r of every Qry ea8t 

one. swept the^wboe strange Indian should* town at M lngo 

ally ; an nhTwver Therefore the Mingos^abandoned^thel ^ ^ 

Sats and moved to the west | orth th „ y raided West 

place called Mingo Bottom. and * r ° * all the other tribes combined. Af 

Lia. and killed more white peop e than :aP ^ wafl to blame. but 

an outrage, it was often bard *» the occasions the Mingos 

the Mingos were most often ^ Creek . New Rlver foray, 

were identified as being Present.were, ^k R)g Uck> Polnt Pleas- 

Muskingum. Simpson Creek. Key * ^ 5 Rlver and Bryants Station, 

ant. Fort Pitt. Fort Laurens• ^ ^““^rmanent settlers came to the 
in the seventeen ^**“7*“ J s of the Mingos at Mingo Flats. 
Tygarts Valley they found abandoned . scourge and that the reason 

Let it be known that the Mingos were o P West Virginian his- 

they are beLes lea. in obacuri.y i. f Joafre.t call. 

toriana bare \et Mrthe Tandltti'llke the Renegade Cberokeea lost because 
the Mingos a mongrel banditti like tne ren .g . n, oma elvPB of 

the Mingos were making it hot for the settlers w o pos - 

their ancient domain around the extreme headwaters of the Ohio, 
tending strictly to their own territory the northern historian has slighted 
them. But they were very real to our ancestors. 

Simon Girty was a Mingo Chief, but the great chief was the literary 
Logan. Logan also had a slogan: “Ten for one." Meaning ten white scalps 
for every red scalp lost. Captain Cobb says his name was John Logan. We 
deem it impossible to have been fed on Logan since we were in the first reader 
and not to have heard him called John. Why John? 

It was well known that his name was Tab-gah-jute, but then as now 
white men were impatient of strange names. "You say your name Is Grab- 
tlswistisky? Its Graham from now on." So it was Logan, and now John 
Logan. Some doubt has been cast on the authenticity of the speech of Lojgan, 
but there need not be. It was delivered in the Mingo language to Col. Gibson 
who wrote it down and then translated it Still we wonder what It would 
have sounded like if Logan had had a less eminent secretary. 

A great many historians think until CoL Gibson edited the speech that It 
was in the following words, to-wft: “Tell Dun more to go to heili” And that 
the speech then was translated into English by the gifted Colonel. 

It is a pretty good speech. It makes a good oration for a schoolboy. 
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ihui we occasionally n»"'« from °' hor n " ,hor ' , ° n " 
M » ybP remember stealing wn« when .he world w.a young. 

of the ear th -o nam „ wft|| , !our TrRrh and w „ were -opposed 

We were w# w „ rn cnp t ur od We were told that we were 

fo bo an M,r " b " d nflor Hopnrnte hitlr was pulled owl Our reply 

to bo burned at t Tpack I)( . v(ir f„Jt fear He would not turn up- 

Z, kh m«." w- « r.m«.b.r It « If H « y«.t.rd»,. In 

ClUd BeV Track TppenlTlo Captain Cobb to reatore the Mlngos and to net 
them down on Mingo Flat* where they properly belong, and keep away from 
all of that trash that foreigners nre writing. Hear Track appeals to him to 
know why he has taken his pen In his hand and massacred all the Mlngos. so 
___I-- liner fra.-u hftH killed many, but Captain Cobb has 


killed them all. 





ARTICLE 


By Hu Maxwell 

-ESHSssSISmw 

known, what tribe occupied the to nam e , ndicateB that somebody, 

tory la absolutely silent on the 8 “ bJec ‘- T?' vmage . When I was collect- 
aTsome time, supposed that it ad ^ ^ ^ tQ flnd out 

„ E material to, ^ t £ „, wn ,a. first Blren. Utoogb I »»• 

when, by whom, or for wha ■ never Hved lher e. 

quite sure that Indians of 1 , that when the portion of West 

ST , The,e .ere .0 

“i'ttadT^.X^tl.. « .0 earlier time. a. Is Prosedlb. remain. 

Cheat river, at Crooked run near Point Pleasant, and at many other places 

,D ^It iTknown. within a reasonable degree of certainty, but not with abso¬ 
lute certainty, when and why the Indian population between the Ohio river 
and the mountains ceased to exist. It was about one hundred years before 
the first permanent settlers located on Tygarts river and Cheat River. 

The great historical store hoime of Information, bearing directly and In¬ 
directly on that subject, is known as 1 The Jesuit Relations/' which records 
were written by Catholic missionaries between the years 1610 and 1750, for 
the most part. Those missionaries lived among the Indians from Hudson Bay 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and from Nova Scotia to the Black HIHb. The collec¬ 
tion of reports, mostly in French and Latin, has been published In sixty-five 
volumes, aggregating more than 30.000 pages. They deal with geography, 
natural history, travel, religion, martyrdom, work, famine, exploration, and 
almost every other topic that could Interest a missionary. The records throw 
a great deal of light on the Indians of the whole region, but do not deal par¬ 
ticularly with those who then lived or had lived in West Virginia. However, 
passages here and there throw light on that matter. 

From this Information, supplemented by Information from other sources, 
it Ir inferred that the extermination or the Indians of West Virginia was com¬ 
pleted about the year 1672 or a full century before the first permanent settle¬ 
ment in Tygart’s valley. The work of exterminating those Indians probably 
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extended over aovernl years, and a precise date cannot he claimed, and de¬ 
tails of the affair aro meagre. 

The annihilation was the work of Indiana. That is one nln that does not 
rest on the white man's head, except that it might be indirectly Imputed to 
Dutch traders along the Hudson river who supplied the guns with which it 
was done. In the western part of the state of New York lived tribes of 
superior Indians, Including Mohawks, Senecas, and others, known collectively 
as Iroquois or Five Nations. 

After they procured firearms by barter from the Dutch, they became irre¬ 
sistible to their Indian enemies, who still fought with bows and clubs. Re¬ 
markable conquests followed. West Virginia was swept clean of its Indian 
population, and the Iroquois penetrated as far south as Georgia and west to 
the Black Hills. 


It is not unlikely that the village at Mingo was wiped out at that time as 
well as that in the Horse Shoe in Tucker county, but we do not know that 
such was the case. 

Those northern conquerors were often called “Sennegars." which was 
the frontiersman's pronunciation of the tribe Seneca. Their war paths were 
sometimes called “Sennegar Trails." One such led south through VirZZ 
a^ong the eastern base of the Blue Ridge, which was mentioned by ea ly el 
Z? ° W ™ ei kee °' y ,0r “ Se "° e ^ —W-—hostile camp 

p.s -yzr™ ™ 

recently, and perhaps some Dortinno ™ den tifled, and kept its name, until 
spelled Seneca, but the former pronunctatin 6 Th ® n&me ,S correctljr 

that was the way the Indians pronounced it. ^ Sennegar '” and ver y 7 

stroyed" bTen^Z who came^uth ^ VUlage &t M ‘ ngo Was de ' 

for victims. They must have made a T & traII ‘ 8COUt,ng ln directions 
Sally, in particular, and Christopher Gisf T? 8WeeP ’ f ° r Iater explorers - John 
between the mountains and the Ohio Hvl C ° U,d ” 0t find an Indian camp 
’old fields." showing where In ZJZ’ h ^ Were pIen * of ™an 
The Indians who made C , CU,Uvated ' 

fme. for the most part from w , Whlte 8ettIers West Virginia 

Ms 

—-W. m orX ’t„ W : tChl “ B ,1,C «"—» O' th OhTo t ™" t0m *• k «* 

" -Ite S WlrDlne “ "" 

YOrk - h '“ U • JHUe 

- ,our 
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-- .» . fact in history : hut in of b , Bt orlc 

^iS«ir* r “—:: 

•• ™ M«« b “ n '“ 8 oI , ec „„d«y Importance 
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article IV 


By Andrew Ppice 


Wft ftre aggravated by an article In the Randolph Enterprise, from the 
. H MaxW ell In which he casts doubts upon the Identity of the Indians 
S « SSfil *"* Virginia He ».yn .hat he is "ho. 

Tware of any fact warranting the conclusion that any Mingo Indians ever 
lived in West Virginia.” 

In other words, he prides himself upon what he does not know. From 
the vast sea of human knowledge no one man is ever able to dip up more 
than a bucketful of facts, so it is easy for the wisest to make a boast of what 
they do not know. 

We are getting out of patience with the historians who will neither admit 
that the Mingoes lived at Mingo Flats prior to their well known habitat at 
Mingo Bottom six miles from Wheeling, nor account for the site of their town 
prior to that move. If they did not come from Mingo Flats from whence did 
they come? 

We are ready to do this. We will take the position of the affirmative on 
whom must fall the burden of proof and debate before a body of intelligent men 
any place at any time the proposition: That about the middle of the 18th 
century, to-wit, 1750, the Mingo Indians lived at Mingo Flats and that in 
numbers they did not then or at any time prior to their westward emigration 
exceed more than one hundred families. 

We would bar as judges those who have committed themselves to the 
statements that there are no such animals as the MingoeB. Just because the 
northern historians failed to note that a small and insignificant tribe fought 

over a/aZ :,‘L\r k baCk ““ t “* ot whlte '““■‘sration that broha 
.... ! ° ' man, have said in their haste that there 

«“ — r jssrss rrrzis to 6t,ck to h,s pubi,s,ied 

p^rwThMo rrzr™ ^ 

is about to wipe out the memo™ V * ! th 1 thG P° lson of the doubter 
terrorized our immediate ancestors foTTVii 8 ideDtUy 0f the warriors who 
Ohio River to the height of land knn Ul eeneration > fighting from the 
ing toll for their lost heritage That W ng every b y P at h and trail, and tak- 
to fix the fact that the Mingo was „ S * l™ 6 f ° r those 0f us who are llvla g 
the one we are bound to perpetuate P6 ° Uliar West Virginia aborigine, and 
and history. Perpetuate and preserve in the interest of truth 

t that H could hope to have would be but a hand¬ 
ed SSL* 9hort resume Of some of Z ZZ thr ° Ugh lhe Stated Page. we 
°“ght to be accepted without nf^ 1106 that lles a » ^ 

Of course if a person will 
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, lB m such B mullBb BtBte that he will 

| 

fnnls made it a P° llLy „ , hc slaughter was fear remnant of the 

ade or fort. »» 1 buma n blood ran knee the 

in the League of the geneca8 successfully held 

- r:: 2 zsztt sz rxxr r r 8 r: 

the eastern rang walk along the ereat armies 

s» ■= tru - 

tzz r/x L-a --;::rr :x«« «. «. - 

0( to rsn “oi« u .»* 

warriors aod it they bad “ nsm e and beard ot in bister,- 

tb ,l the, would bave b ““ f‘“f ^t'X.bw were known as Mineoes, a 
L r g tbat”a.'re tbeXe as the British dive .0 .be word 

“'C the Mingoes o, Mingo Biats “ "eTbalX wb“ 

ottteirodnoisnauon ttot tbej,^ and GrC enbrier Rivers, and 

ing parties came up the Gre 3 and turned them against their own 

thus reached the out post at Mhig t ln dians, joined the 

T'°\ T T.ddoe°k, 4 war whbe ,"uo“^remained ioyai to Engiand. 
AibTthere is no question but that the Mingoes were living at “'“S 0 Fl«» “ 
ml the date oi Braddoeh-s Deteat, tor David Tygart and Files wro« in 
1754 that the, would have to leave the valley tor they were close to an 
Indian village and that It was too dangerous to remain there. 

Probably immediately afterwards, the Iroquois drove the Mingoes to the 
west bank of the Ohio and in 1766, their town of 60 families was the only 
Indian town on the banks of the Ohio from Pittsburgh to Louisville. From 
that town they made war on West Virginian settlers for nearly a generation. 
They became famous as warriors and the word Mingo which had been more 
or less general in its natu’.e became their own peculiar tribe name. The big 
chief Logan had a good deal to do with adding to the fame of the small but 
distinctive fighting band. 

From Mingo Town of Mingo Bottom, now Steubenville, Ohio, the tribe 
moved to the headwaters of the Sciota and Sandusky, sold out to the govern¬ 
ment, moved to Kansas, sold out again, and moved to the Indian Territory, 
where they are known as the Sandusky Senecas. In 1905 they numbered 366 
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person*, and have juat about held ^elr OWB 


alneo they lived at Mingo Plata 

ud nave battle of Point Pleaaant. Logan did not 

«« : r ,£5.““ .bat b.UI. but be aenl . .peed, b, 

“ p i«,,evel. did ib.ai a., tnjuatlc. lo refer to lb. Mlnsoe. .. . 


come 
Col. Gibson. 


mongrel baad ‘“* ed ^fl“iTand afterwards alx nations. The flrBt name that 
iTob’o Hirer bore we. Black Mlako Hirer. Tbe Black Mloboee were the 
Eriea conquered and absorbed by the Senecas, tbe military branch of the 
Five Nations When the Mlngoes of Mingo Flats, driven out of the great 
Iroquois nation, retained their organization for the sole purpose of war on 
those who dared settle in the West Virginia territory, the colonials gradually 
restricted the name lo mean those few hundred fighting men on the west 
bank of the Ohio who raided this country for a business, keeping up an al¬ 
liance with the Shawnees, a powerful confederacy. 

Mingo Flats is the extreme head of the Ohio River. There it is a bold 
trout stream issuing from the Cheat Mountain. It is a historical fact that the 
tribe that settled near Wheeling lived immediately before that on the head 
of the Ohio at a place so far distant from the Iroquois center that they were 
thrown more with the Shawnees and Delawares and were thereby weaned 
away from their allegiance to the Five Nations. This could not have meant 
the head of the Alleghany for there they would have been In the heart of the 
Five Nations. Besides the Alleghany rivers is not the head of the Ohio. It 
lacks perhaps a hundred miles of being tbe uttermost fountain. Mingo Flats 
is the head of the Ohio and that is the settlement that corresponds to the 
description of a town on the head of the Ohio River so far distant from the 
home nation as to throw them In constant contact with the Shawnees and 
graves up and down the Greenbrier Valley bear mute testimony to the fact 
that the Shawnee walked in this valley in the early days. Reference is made 
generally to the following historical writers on Mingo affairs- Mooney 
Bouquet, Rupp, Cowley. Schoolcraft, Harris, Lang and Taylor 7 ’ 

It is twenty-five miles from Mingo Flats to this place, Marlins Bottom 
at M ‘ ngo p, ‘ u - ihL 

a break since then the writer and his^reT ma ” y “ 16 ° Boldiers - Without 
Bottom, and we have no d * t 1 ancestors have lived at Marlins 

local history. A gentleman in MarlT? t0 d ° Ubt th ® lnUh and fldellt y of our 

of the war whoonTth^L hi * ^andmother’s story 

here in the last raid. He can almost B * ^ tWelV ® ° thers Were kIlled 
H. talkefl wia. . p.„J l> “ 1 W,r WhOOI> 

Chicago who once did a history of RanH^V^ her hand a eentleman from 
and all very good, having given th« C ° Unty ln the 8 P ac e of six days 

Valley, a lick and a promise can Work of historical research in Tygarts 
dence of the existence of Mimosa at *** ^ dW Hud credible evl- 

h “ vtoe “ ,d lke 

When a p toneer J^f*?***"* *>"» «* tb. „. me of Mlngoes . 

oown the river to Mingo Town, and as 


i term used by the eastern Indians for all the 
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... _ 1.1.,/wi and no man should forget 

lhe year8 went by are concerned the name Mingo has the 

narrow and restricted meaning °*Thought to. but we honestly be- 
We have taken up more spa nearpr clearlng this muddy water 

Heve that the present genera us and that It ought to be done. 

than any that may come • remind ymj ^ name8 G f places is the 

And In conclusion concrete evidence of a historical fact where 

most reliable as weU a meaning. Files creek. Tygarts Valley, 

Braddock, and Mingo Fiat, each and aver, one 

ZTlTo tZ — - h - — 

there and this Is capable of proof beyond all reasonable doubt. 
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ARTICLE IV A 


Imagination Versus History 
By Hu Maxwell 


It is unfortunate that an attempt to do historical justice In the matter of 
dedicating the Indian monument at Mingo should be muddled by the inter¬ 
jection of personalities, as our friend, the editor of the Pocahontas Times, 
seems to be trying to do. The question is, did the Mingo Indians have a 
village at Mingo? If they did not. it would be misleading to dedicate the 
monument to them. 

Captain Cobb’s article deals with history and shows that all known evi¬ 
dence points to the fact that the Mingoes never lived there. That ought to 
settle the matter, unless stronger evidence can be cited to prove the con¬ 
trary. Thus far, no evidence whatever has been brought forward to show that 
the Mingoes ever lived there. 

What Mr. Price has published proves nothing except his own opinion. 
His last article is about 2 per cent history, 8 per cent tradition, and 90 per 
cent imagination When he attempts to cite history, he fails to distinguish 
between fact and fiction, as is shown by citing the following four mistakes 
in his article: 

1. He says: "The first name the Ohio River bore was Black Mingo 
River." That is not true, but if it were true, it would prove nothing in regard 
to Mingo Indians living In Randolph county. 

2. He states: "David Tygart and Files wrote in 1754 that they would 
have to leave the valley, for they were close to an Indian village and that it 
was too dangerous to remain there." If it were true that this was written 

!i, t Ty A art r d D Fi ' eB 10 1754> R W ° U,d bG the be8t (and °»*> evidence sub- 
mitted by Mr Price; but it is not true. What Mr. Price has in mind is evi¬ 
dently the ambiguous statement written by Alexander S. Withers, of Weston 
about eighty years after the death of Files. Withers does not say where the 
supposed Indian village was; and that it was at Mingo is Mr. Price's eon- 
p , S ° n . \ most ’ Mr Withers could only have quoted a tradition. Mr. 
Th« ! 0t , haVP attributed that wrltte " statement to Tygart and Files 

17f .. f 6 aperBi which are official Virginia colonial documents, of 

nevor hi * ater * ClCaI pretty ful,y Wllh the T >’K art and Files affair, and they 
rlzL P, proximity of an Indian village near the settlement on the 

thorp ■ i iTu mach * e88 < l° ihcy say anything about Mingo Indians living 
Indian.. U , e . y ° ex,)ress th e belief that the Files family was murdered by 
Indians returning to their country from a raid in Hampshire county. 

close tn hi h d Plt int0 Which Mr Prlce fa,1 « *" his article was mighty 
the tim , \h Hnd be Bhould have been more cautious He writes: "At 

Bottom i e .^” R0PS lived at Mingo Flats, there was a fort ut Marlins 
fort was tR W C ^ t,me8 ,here were as many as 150 soldiers." No such 
prior to 1761™ i^i * if t,me rpferre<1 t0 —during the French and Indian War, 
bat )4 he i ard l ° Bee bow he could niake such a mistake; but per- 

n mind a period twenty-five or thirty years later when settlers 
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ARTICLE V 


KkoM TlIB RANDOLPH KNTKKrKlSU 

Th « unveiling or the Indian monument m Mingo, j u thu a0 uthero «„d , 
tho county, at tho head of the Tygarts Valley river, took Mace In accordance 

with the program ou Saturday, September 26, 1U20. 

The monument Htauds about 20 feel high and an Indian la represented 
standing listening, looking and ready for the "war puth" upon abort notice 

Some 1,200 or 1,600 people attended the meeting from Pocahontas and 
Randolph counties and a few from other sections, who are candidates for 
political honors. The dinner servod was Huporb and praised hy all who at 
tended as being one of the biggest, best and freest dinners ever offered In the 
county. 

Capt. H. G. Kump was Introduced ubout 11 o'clock in the morning by 
Samuel H. Wood, the promoter of the monument, and tho Beverly hand an¬ 
nounced that something was on and the Chairman Introduced Captutn Win. 
H. Cobb, as the tlrBt speuker for the occasion. Taking us his subject the 
Prehistoric Race, or America before Columbus, Capt. Cobb Interested the 
people for half an hour, the talk being fuvorubly commented upon and muny 
requests made that hlB spoech be published. 

Hon. Andrew Price of Marlinton, not being satisfied with tho articles 
heretofore published upon tho subjoct of tho Mlngoos not having been tho 
founders of the village of Mingo, insisted in a hulf hour's address that his 
position was correct and detailed Borne very interesting Indian history. Ills 
remarks wore also requesled to be put into shape uud given to tho press. 

The dinner hour having arrived, tho Chairman was In a mood to enjoy u 
good dinner and Invited the people to tho spread and not only himself, but all 
enjoyed what was set before thorn and the quantity was such that a few hun¬ 
dred more even If they had boon hulf Indians, could have been fed. 

Tho band played and tho chairman called for more speeches and Intro¬ 
duced the Hon. Roy Waugh of Upshur County, who told some Interesting 
stories und commented on the question of building a monument to the pioneers 
who wore slain by the Indians, and In a very happy wuy entertained the crowd 
for twenty minutes. 

Hon. Arthur B. Kooutz was called and pleasantly Introduced. He gut off 
some good stories and Interested the gathering for several minutes inking 
Indian •'skelnls" and muklng u very pleasant talk. 

Hon. William H. O'Brien being on bund hy invitation was introduced ami 
guvo the crowd a talk along the line of Ihe spiritual life and what awaits good 
citizenship, and told only one story, but a good one. 

Hr. F. H. Barron, who ulways suya tho right thing In Its proper place wan 
happy In his remarks und advised that monuments ho constructed every year 
ami mark tho historical place in the county, It being good for tho community 
uud posterity. 





HISTORY Of THE 

lonument i» engraved: 


MlNOO INDIANS 
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this monument is erected in 
memory ok the uass.no 
of THE "RED MAN" 

An Indian villas w« located nearoneUm^wu^ XU 
lion U was frequented by Service " The MlngoSs are said to have 

outpost Mingo moaning torolgn "^ 1 ' villas.' was on tho trull 

r: r - - —- 

the "polo fftce '’ , nresent village, the Magisterial 

From thia tradition curao the name of the pieseni vmu b «. 

^* r — 
habitat He was terrible In warfare, yet humane In peace and was a factor 

*" 1 ErecteV'by 8. H. Wood and other descendants of tho pioneers who located 
near "this Indian trail." 





ARTICLE VI 


By Andrkw Prick 
In The Pocahontas Times. 

The Mingo monument to the vantseO Mtngo town «u unveiled Sept Si. 
.... wl ,h imposing eeremontes In the presence of » large assembly The 
ina ,„ u an artistic tlgure of an Indian t hief set upon a pedestal, it Is 

z::zx •*«««* «—*«*• •**■««- 

* half a mile from the Confederate monument ami it uvlds charm and 
interest to Mingo Flats which la naturally one of the beauty spot, of the 

W ° r Hon S H Wood, the old realdenter. was the active force behind the move¬ 
ment The good people of Randolph had furnished a great feast for the ©eon- 
«,on and all were well fed. Addresses were made by Hon. H. U. Kmnp. Hon. 
Arthur B. KoonU. Judge W. S. O'Brien. CnpL W. H. Cobb. Hon Hoy \N augh 
and Andrew Price, the last named being us. having been invited to attend 
ami testify as to what had occurred some hundreds of years prior 

It was agreed that it was a historical meeting, and the crowd was asked 
to indicate its love ror the study of history, and one person held up his hand 
but for all that the audience listened intently, drawing near on the sod to 
Urn groat well of truth as It issued from the grandstaud. 

l.lars are said to be divided into three portions for comparison, us Hors, 
damned liars, and historians, and for that reason a good text to Indicate the 
spirit of the address would be a part of a verse of Scripture which being 
slightly altered from the ancient Hebrew was to the effect "Ananias at and 
fourth.” and thut we were perfectly willing to enact the part of Ananias, t 
Lawyer Kump. Captain Cobh, and Judge O'Brien, would stand tlrst. second 
and third, respectively. . 

And in order to keep the record straight il should ho stated that acooru- 
Ing to the passage In the well beloved McQpffey. "1 come to bury Caesar ami 
not to praise him,” tor we belong to the sehool which holds fast to the belli f 
thut a good Indian is a dead Indian. 

There has been some criticism as to the propriety of the descendant* of 
the pioneers honoring the memory of a cruel and a treacherous foe. bnl as 
wo read the scroll of ancient events, there never was a time when the mono 
taineers wore not perfectly happy uud willing to bury the Mingo and bury 
him deep. And the importance of this enduring monument 1* emphasised by 
fhe rmi that already doubters have arisen who are assorting ,,,,, ****** tt 
the valley was not peopled by a tribo of ludlans who have wandered f"'in this 
place through the wilderness to the west, keeping tholr tribal Identity until 
they found their present place of abode in the Indian Territory. And while 
wo of the present day do not know It ull, wo do know more about the llrst 
inhabitants of the volley than those who will come after u*. and It I* »»»“'« 
thut wo do know what the pioneers might have done iu a day that Is dead, 
oud tlx the fact beyond dispute 


20 





mistorv or 


THI ; MINOO INDIANS 


... !Zl ‘' 


i. rfl forced back ln,< ' tb * 


zzz .. *« -*«-• 

mountain* «"«I ^ hWP tribes became a confederacy un er 

, f „. i,i(iuntaf)** Nation* and the division of the territory 

1 Zn n ..f «"« Iwjfluola «r that It was believed to 

w«* ho complete and «” d " red ( . onBini)t |„„ which ha* not. aa yet lasted an 
lm a permanenl ihlnR.snd > BPeme d to the alow generation, of 

lonK a. the partition^.an^t ^^ r ; )tory _ 


those former time*. 


When It was first made, the *eltler« on the « ^ wer6 

s rr^rr rs =m f « 

mountain* ami (he land* went of thorn wore the .(.port* of the Josnlts 
wont there a* ml*8lonarle* to tho Indiana. ' . ^ 

When the Iroquois had become firmly established a« a nation, the land 
drained by the Ohio river from tho great lake* to the Ohio, was hold by a 
powerful tribe of Indiana known un the Erles. but they, are constantly referred 
to aa the Cat Nation, because their tribal sign wan that of the panther. T his 
la the tribe of whom It waH reported by a priestly voyaguer. that he floated 
down one of the rlvora in the State of Ohio without ever being out of Bight 
of a corn Held. 

Up to the year 1053. tho Iroquois had a Ireaty of peace with this nation 
which was renewed nt stated time* with ImpoHlng ceremonies. That year, 
thirty amhaMHadora appeared at the council lodge of the Iroquois for the pur- 
poao of continuing the treaty When they had arrived, and before the meet¬ 
ing, a dispute arose, and one of the ambasBadora killed an Iroquois chief. 
Whereupon the Iroquois arose and killed all but five of tho visitors, and war 
broke nut between the nations, and lasted for three yearB. 

Tile end of the war came In 1656. at which time 1800 Iroquois appeared 
before a Tort In the Cat Nation and demanded that it nurrender to save car- 
na K e, for the Invading chief told them that It was useless to resist for the 
Master of Life fought for them. Tho Rrlos replied that they depended upon 
armv a< | k " 0W, ^ BPd no othor P ow *’r. In this fort there were an 

ween th 7 k am W, ’ m0n * nd rh,ldren of the tribe. Reading be- 

two,„ u,o lines, the superiority or the attacking force must have consisted in 

to r.r.h a : r R,m ' pow,,r for th * fort w:,h taken «» ^2 «££?*£ 

XT' C ‘ r,,W ' W “* M * r “ l "m. blood „„ knoe dMp 

;;::r r;zr r r ™- — 

In warren County It la a hen ..II knnwn aH Fort Ancient. 

«'«">< r.„r ronnort a bi . »au v«S« iTboT'LT hl,!h OVOr,M,t - 

feet und enncloHlng a boundary of m., i , " K,t frn,n 6 feet to 19 

"•HI preserved but was abandoned nrlrtf ,? tt<r ° 8 ° f I,ind - Th,H fort «« 
•hat. It marked the spot where the Cat w a °,. 0XPlorat,n " and It Is pretty certain 
fort could have contained the *" °'" y 8UCh u 

the time of the groat buttlo " ly thou8and Indians prenont at 


eacoast hod a vague Idea of 
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HISTORY OF THE MINGO INDIANS 



Th* Ertao surviving were absorbed Into the Iroquois nation, and as the 
s *™ of that nation occupied the western border they naturally became the 
r " o( the conquered people, and their number* were so great that the towns 
If ^e Senecas increased from four to thirty. And this fronUer work of guard- 
j amalgamating with a conquered people naturally resulted In the Be- 
“V. ominp the military department and power of the Iroquois nation. 

Prior to this time the Ohio River was named the Black Mingo River, and 
the Indians living on the waters of that river, with the intolerance of 
were called Mingoes. meaning a stealthy treacherous people, by thow living 
^ Se east of them. This racial feeling Is Uke that which prompts us to call 
italisL. Dagoes, and Austrians. Bohunks. which to say the least are words 

0i IU , : ‘ e d Iroquois council found a question of foreign affair, before 1L 

it, considering it. they referred to it as their mingo problems. A part of the 
noiicv was to mix the native stock with the mingo element and form a Une of 
reatrng from the SL Lawrence river south to Georgia, policing the 
^-Zline of the Endless Mountains. In council, if a statesman arose to bring 
np th € subject of the faraway village on the head of the Tygarta Valley River. 
S wc-c :rcbably say: I want to take up the Question of supplies tor one 
of our mingo towns.- jnst as a congressman might say today. Here is a mat- 
n-r colonial possessions.- In the Iroquois council we can a mort 
hear chief say to the English ambassador stationed at the Capital of the 
Nations -Yes. we of the old original stock respect the contracts we 
have made with the English, but our widely scattered mingo ^tlemenu are 
mixed fciocd and we can never be sure that, they -ders’-d the bcmd ^at 
; hetweer. ns And then they are apt to be influenced by strange tnbe* l.c. 
ihe De>wares and Shawnee*." 

I- l5 interesting to trace the orgfa of the word Mingo. It Cm meant 

chi- or mteA. It became the name of the great river Then it was jaed 
5£ a word to denote the inhabitants c? the country drained by that river 
Then to distinguish the foreign from the native blood of the Then 

to Senate the towns which were located is faraway parts of tkefr 
rirns And ffnaE- by the pioneer white men to mean a particu^ariy d^ 
tribe c? m<Lar : naws who having moved to tie far bank *J^™*J**Z? 
this c^trr for sore than twenty years dcrieg the days of the t rrt setoe- 
*ents west cf the Anerhaay. The English tcmgme ts •#* * ** 

» is ±i=d m i made derxite by the art of printing, is r *~f**~ 

meaning of its word*. For examp 4 e. a few generations ago the word riflrt. 
■bb* a cemm*. and the weed miser meant a rtek person Both 
-r=rsa: tse today with the weaning whoCy thasged. sad the o*d meactag 
he leas. _ 

Tse Barts and Fa;-..am ezpedsdoe gsst as far as the Kg 
mi 11 psTli J the has rf a Indian sovm sear the f*Bs where the 
cr: vn :j wni. w&et*. e ~ aZ jrickiy >-<»» and tiissie*. Tkrt 
seemed grown* ae ge s ceils its owe ah to a sat -f these mrxmiat** 
the cats che me vs uaicaec as ifteen years befere che «d « the 


fc is li-rfj oerima that tram !« so 1T34 *a «weaknodrsd y« 
k r.T- Jbaaui than s the Iro^m -an- e a rne d a Igxtiag «« «r 
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bleached b0M ”,'“°t e “ oquols tried to help BraM™* ^ (hat trl tK, 
W e know that tl , bv that martinet. nd the juris- 

r* «-* iand - 1 - £ 
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1754 show, that they were be.ng . .„„ „ ere 


%Ki. Present day the 0^1^ 

ville.They told the earlj eip oi the ohio ten years before. The 

that they moved down from the But the Tygarts Valley River 

has two heads, the river forking at Pitteb g ^ The water does not 

and the Monongahela form by ar f ork ia the longer by at least fifty 

divide evenly at Pittsburgh, ^e 8 ou^em fountain of the Ohio 

miles. But the clinching fact that this is the and the De lawares. 

where they lived is that they were ^ true o{ the headwaters of the 

That Is true ot Mingo Flats and It CO re southern Indians 

Alleghany Elver, .he north fork for the Shavvnees w one 

rr mZ -- r — 

allied with the Shawnees in the French and Indian war of the seventeen 

flfU There will never be a better time than now to fix the facts in Wstoix 
Here is the chart of the Mingo Indians, so called because of the handiwork 
shown in the signs of the atrocities they committed on the pioneer settlement 
of our ancestors: 

In 1755, at Mingo Flats. Randolph County. West Virginia. In 1766, at 
Mingo Bottom, now Steubenville. Ohio, numbering 60 families, making a total 
of about 300 persons. In 1800 they lived on their own lands on the head of 
the Sandusky and the head of the Scioto Rivers. In 1831. they numbered 251. 
This is the year that they sold their lands in Ohio, and moved to lands on the 
Neosho River in the State of Kansas, where they lived until 1867. when they 
moved to the Indian Territory, where they now live. In 1885 the number of 
the tribe was 239, but in 1905 they numbered 366. The tribe seems to have 
just about held its own all these years, and it seems a matter of regret that 
an effort was not made to have a representative of the tribe present on this 
occasion. 
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—- ' mo „ notable conOtet wllb them lb thla 

After tbe tribe. Tboma. wrltey aaw India... trKloi •• V»ll«r 

neighborhood occurred in 17. • 8ay , ng . <Let hlnl ftlone and h« will go 

Head, and thought he hera of tP ,epathy. He warned the -ettlera 

and brine e J a party under Jacob Warwick, returning to 

at Fort Hadden, bu the m d PJ upon by llldianB in ambueh. and three 
, he Greenbrier *etUeinente RaIaton> anrf John Nel90 n. Jameg Crouch 

men killed: John McLain. J d the name8 of McLain. Ralston, and 

-rr^ut Crouch has many descendants. A almilar preser- 
Nelson from this * an J. ^ onta8 county, the same campaign. Two 

vation of a name occtuwd in ^ The Ind , an8 flfed Qn them 

hls faded away - but Hm e8caped and W8 name 

“ one o the most common of family names In that county 

We are here to dedicate a monument to the memory of a bitter foe. and 
to preserve an historical truth by writing it upon tablets of stone. And every 
effort that is made to preserve the memory of those heroic times is to be 
applauded and encouraged. And no less important is the duty that each and 
everyone of us owe to the lives of the departed of our families and friends 
to mark the last resting place. 

Many years ago there lived in Scotland a man by the name of Robert 
Patterson who had reached the age of eighty-six years at the date of his 
death. The last forty years of his life were spent or. traveling from church¬ 
yard to churchyard restoring with his chisel, the tablets marking the grave* 
of the Hill-men or Cameramans, who had been persecuted for their faith. As 
it is so beautifully pat: 

“In the dream of the night I was wafted away. 

To the moorland of mist where the martyrs lay 
Where Cameron s sword and his Bible are seen 

Engraved on the stone where the heather grows green.- 

’™‘“ lt ” P< °' >U!l =e tor M* w* «d Sir WIMr 
«=** tor -bib. by calling it by the urn, 

- Uy !“£ <* ** «^re Robert P««r. 

cover the thocrh asodest monument there, he could sot iis- 

What a — —eh was made. 

the lack of appre.::atk* of those OM Mortality labored 

*** * this la-T^t ° Sh *'- M * cf the fact that under 

<* * JT^***~ ™ ^ ^ lm charge epos the 

“ 5 * * ***** — - t-a - t C *** J»i«re debts due the 

** «* ^ a J^ to o awch to say that terial expe^e. 

rvi. "^--Shed. and » ~ ~ portion to the ante of the 

** te »* -*«: 5 <**«*g 

«*« 





article VII 


Address .. the Unveil,n* of the Mingo Monument 
Bv Captain William H. Cobb 

you are today unveiling, waB ca -and Indirectly to those who 

Indians, and having paid my respects to the.n. and md r y 

r.r. res rs,rrsns rrsri ~ * - r - « 

»in conflne my remarks to an historic race that preceded the tribe we call 

^The^ubjec^of America before Columbus is not known as it deserves to 
be known by our people, and thought by many not to be known by any, but 
in that respect you may be mistaken, for the trace of man is never lost, though 
It be thousands of years in the past, and when we say the past, it may mean 
many thousands of years, so remote that man dreams of such an age. 

Some confusion among anthropologists has occurred in tracing man and 
his works in the past, and that for the reason that they all do not agree upon 
the theory of the creation of the earth and man. The scientist looks only to 
facts as he finds and sees them, while the biblical anthropologist keeps in 
mind the Mosaic theory of creation and that only six thousand years, or nearly, 
have transpired since man came upon the earth. 

The men whom the scientific world acknowledge as authority upon the 
subject of the human race in America, place man here as long ago as two 
hundred thousand years; some much longer; and others probably not as long; 
while those of the biblical account would place the prehistoric man upon 
the continent from 6 to 7 thousand years and would not yield one day more* 
but it would appear that a class of civilization existed in America long cen¬ 
turies before any certain and definite history is recorded in the Mediterranean 
country or Asia Minor. 

AndYf^hT the , P m hi8t ° rlC man in America? From whence did he come’ 

certain I T „ que8tIons have not been answered and we have no 

certain account and probably never shall know 

distinct :i Wt : e a ?S th ; r DWel,erS were and 

they did not follow the same ^ 

was lost and^naceounted fofand tblT^h 0 ” 6 ° f ^ tWe ' Ve trlbes of I»ael 
tribe coming to the western hemisoh^re ^ “ ndertaken t0 account for this 
American Indian, but I have never been ahl ^ m!" 8 thG anceators of the 
to a favorable conclusion as to (be correct,, !’ l °,° W the ' r cour8 ° of reason 
So long ago as Pl„,„ . correctness of lire theory. 

s■■ z r, ,,o,ore ihe biri -« 

Interpretod .., he W ..,ern Consent ” and ," m ° r a “ Mber * »ave 

Obtinent. and not only a , 1 , 1 a description of 
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c||matf , h „ p 0 opl» and H>" glories lhereof, tout of a mighty race that 
fttvonihly with the Known Mediterranean country, and thorn can now 
”n,ht that hla writing* and thoae or like nature In part Inspired | n 
Colutubua lho ambition to discover amt locate that dultghtful country In tlila 
Mtory Plato Is pictured as listening ut tho fool of an Egyptian phlloaophor, 
who told him that Troy and her horoea In war.- thou ancient, was but aa a 
child In ago Humor Hang of auch Elysium Helds. an did many who followod 
him In aarly ancient Greece. 

That a civilisation existed In America along with Egypt, Greece and 
Unity Ionian civilisation, I take It that no aoholar denies, but necopta It aa a 
r,u i. and that thla civilisation waa equally n« high, In in tact true. 

in the walks or life, In agriculture, In art. In architecture, In luulhoinatlcti 
and In the Implement* of war, our greatnea* la largely measured by our ability 
to Hlay the moat men. We aee In prehistoric America nothing superior in the 
eastern rountrlea of Asia, Europe or Africa. 

In the Hue of agriculture these people raised the corn, the Hquuah, the 
gourd and many of the modern vegetable* of this day. Including the beun, 
tobacco and the vine. Thoae have been located In tho Mounds, and there 
through ogoH have been planted and grown the sumo wheat and corn wo now 
produce. These, lu the days of which I speak, were Holds of hundred* of acre* 
scattered universally over the country ami not as the recent ludian cultivated 
hla patch of corn ami tobacco or bad hla squaw do It, but those eurly people In 
America were farmers in fact. 

lit art, there has probably never been seen In the East articles of greater 
fineness and requiring more aklll than what has been turned out by these pre- 
historic people. The vase they produced wus un ornament of wonder, and of 
different shade* and designs; and their cooking vessels were of no mean 
design; their cup* were pattern* of the present generation. The fernery 
vuhoh were tho pride of Iho ugo and no leas than KUO or 1000 have been taken 
from one mound In the state of Mississippi. Nor were they wanting lu paint¬ 
ing and pictures In which all life was represented, such as the birds, the 
animals and tho snake, the smoke a thing that has figured the world over 
lu religion and myths since the creation of man; and while we look upon 
those early people ns without vision and resources, If we only reflect, we are 
now practicing many of the pagan Ideas that controlled them 

In architecture, the inhabitants of Mexico and Peru wore artists, and while 
the how. were of the one story character generally, the decorations were so 
splendid and gorgeous that they would have been creditable to a home in 
J le glorious days of Home or Greece Curtain* of the finest texture and 
•itUUut colors fell over the door* and the stucco doors were covered with 
mats of exquisite workmanship, representing an artistic taste that has prob- 
* > > not boon surpassed In any age Another work of art and Industry, and 
now followed by the Indian, was feather work In which no people has excelled 
i hem 1 

No have been told that the art of embalming has been teat as practiced 
ni 1 B 'l'ttans and while that Is true. It Is probable that the embalmer of 
built " h ' Ul m “ h,UK ,ho Prehistoric American in this art. These people 
vatlmi ' ,r or beaten or sun dried earth, for the preswr- 

o the bodies; the body first having been chemically treated, and lu this 





- ' “i. thl. being 

p^‘°r : !L r,r.^r^ r= — 

carried out, *“ ft civilization °« the ^“® J ptian civilization, the fine 

belonged atrit y America, and like places. 

North. Centra 1 -^ ^ &nd roUgh customs took ^ P ^ tfae viewlng 

•ns were lo mourners, the lying of ding b y for protection,— 

‘ : T£*o^ * nb,cb 

shell from the Atlantic Ocean and th u silver from Mexico; lead 

shores of Lake Superior; and paint ,„g of the Rocky Moun- 

from Wisconsin; Jade from • comme rclal Intercourse of the people 

r^r;:rr.^^-i"^e,ous - - «*.* 

MI \l A ^ C uud , bulfc 1 r ,n who figured so extensively to Ohlo. aud to fact ln 
all parts of the United States, constructed nearly 10,000 mounds alone m that 
state, and it is said that if these mounds were placed side by side they woud 
give a length of over 300 miles. The swampy section of Missouri is especially 
noted for its mounds, and the two states and Illinois have 2a00 known 
mounds. Canals to connect lakes in Florida were constructed and were also 
built in our western country for irrigation purposes, and it would seem that 
umip nf thPSfl were built Drior to the extension of volcanic activities in the 


Rocky Mountain region. 

The mummies of this age have been found wrapped in cotton, cloth and 
skins, with feathers as an ornament, which were rolled In mats and bound 
with rods strung together, resembling Japanese blinds. 

The religions of this people were along uncertain lines, as has been the 
history of the world over, and while it was definite in a sense, and at times 
directed from those in authority, it was never accepted as a whole, and there 
were no doubt Pharisees, Sadducees, conformists and infidels, as is and al¬ 
ways has been the practice of both the civilization and the barbarian, or half 
civilized. 


In this connection, it is upon the subject to say that in the high clviltxa- 
tion of Mexico and Peru that priests and ministers were brought up in the 
faith of the day; that boys and girls were, at an early age. specially taught 
for reiigicus work, their faith being in a supreme being, which might have 

thro " 81 ' ,h< ' sun ' moon or s,ars; ° r - - in »»• 
a v 0 ° , ,h “ “” ,tr « l vontolp. similar lo China and Japan But to this It 
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w , h «ro stated lh»‘ there la not. to far as wo can got Information, 
If between the belief. and practice of theee 

* “T'aiTthai of a •imllar data In the old world They did not know and 
absolutely certain and «>ad «« their minds. nor war. ih. people of 
anv-tont country. juat w hat tho life of man moanl or what Mtaiw 

"lZ* thom and tront the leaflMu of our day. mUod with aplntualiani and 
thousand* ot other ■isms" of tho day. a man who thtuka la Ml too certain 
himself. certain that ho does not know 

\H manor, of government. these people exhibited tho aaiuo dt.po.Uloo 
that ha* ruled man front tho vary earliest day. that tho stronger should rut. 
tho weaker, If not by wilt hy force. 

Ami it wo know tho history of tho people from th. ramotaat age. 

wkothor tn tho old or in th. now world, wo flod tho mm trait* and chart* 
t eristic* In trtbo* and nation*, tho stronger ruUnjt tho weaker. It m«n and 
Unplomoat* of war can onfOrco It; and umlor this practice history teaches a. 
that nations have risen to thotr height* In Asia. Kuropo and Africa, and In 
mm boon wiped out by some other great power No matter what country 
wa point to tn tho distant history. It has gone tho way of tho other. 

League* ot Nations and Alliances wore not unknown to tho prehistoric 
race In America and tor tho moment worked In theory, but tn tlms distant 
races and those not In harmony with tho greater would rebel and »e«k to 
live to thamsol.es and worship God under their own vine and tig tree This 
would bring down the wrath of tho League upon them and In instancaa this 
has brought destruction upon tho strong In waging war upon a distant tribe 
Tho alliance with tho central head In Mexico, about tho canter of tho western 
hemisphere, was never able to enforce strict observance by the outer trtlww 
and uatlou*. 

In studying these people. It Is of Interest to know that every color of 
mankind was represented In prehistoric America, and that brings us to th# 
question as to whether all race* sprung from the Adam Kve race or whether 
there was a preadamlte and that theory Is not without Interest, but time 
will not permit tts discussion. 

has ^ u r r, d,m? MU * ’ Uul> ' Upon lh0 *“'*•*««» v* the Origin of the human race 
Iho |M 1 C [ 7" ° ,h ** boUof ,httt m * n JtMUgwnous to America; that 1*. that 
ku r ° f “eml^ere was created or bought to 

tho creation man'-uUh "" '" S ° conll,oU w “ h th ° UbMcal story of 

America and tt»d f,v ' u thU °"Vtntry a* well as from Asia to 

Tho SJa 0 ^ ‘ I UM ' m '° ** " ''ll a. In Asia 

cauturv lVlwlll _ K . *’* tM <ere*tUig Account of st Brandon tn tho Rth 
>*«* ««d whiiv: r covering a period ot eleven 

o„ Z-JZ - ■ " w •“*-cross of t'hrist i'll the 


*b. I'ro** Was relic I.x.i.iv. «»■'•« (no iaci or assenuw* m»« 

The cross may „ • ’°‘"K<‘l»ed by tho people upon I'olumbu*' discover* 

dM •* IMS time 1,1 America, and if eo 

Attt.rU>, and planted ih . w * 1,hu ** ,hml ‘»onh* of the Mb century visited 

among u». p wi ,j ...a *' 1 , «ml Instituted thotr rite* and oecemoule. 

,h ‘*- l am tneltnml to V"" k* 1 * * rvwntl *° "'•ml upon Hut with all of 
° ‘' ol,wf that neither Christian, Irish prleat or 


groat stress la laid upon tho fact or assertion that 






mi.torv or the minoo inoi*n«_ 

ww. ox"" ll ;'’ 

,M r W S. «hw “” d ,h " W ” 

S'JSS’i».,ir.«o» n „ u „„ h „ u« u. n>« 

Tb.»l»« ,° r from Ihe »am» ooorco; Ihal Ulo »»".e Ood 

conclusion that a from ^ or i B mal to the present 

ttoeTa grT^ai^^^^rlt^aiTnded* hlm'and* ^ "£“* “» ‘7 

life of the nation, and following the fate of their predecessors, have fallen 
Into the depths of depravity 

On the ruins of Troy of old, for centuries the world accepted the story 
of Troy as only a fancied story of Homer, and when excavations developed 
the ruins, they discovered the city as described by poets, they also found 
buried underneath the city of Trojan fame, two other burled cities of which 
no account of their date was obtainable. It may have been that the ray of 
history kept alive by repeating the Btory from one generation to the other, 
gave Plato and others of bis age the key to the story of an ancient race that 
lived to the west of the Atlantic and that in antiquity and greatness and 
beauty their country was but an infant. 

This may be a fancy, but there is ground for the belief. Research in the 
western hemisphere has developed grandeur that is not surpassed by the 
wonders of the pyramids of Egypt and possibly more ancient or co-equal in 
age. These structures fully define the use of the square, the circle, the 
triangle and other geometrical figures. According to competent engineers it 
would take thousands of workmen, well provided with modern machinery an 
age to construct and build one of the great temples In Peru. The stones going 
into some of these structures were 37 ft. in length and 8 ft. in thlrknesB and 

r,rr e i i ° 200 *- •— •«-. «* ^£rj£. 


In this way we can conceive how ancient 


«c» r „ «. » h01e hUtory 0( ™ ha " 

•ad 7.7. 7^™™ « . barbaHan, 

Of years ago measured well with the° i ev ®y thele88 ' the m& n of thousands 
pecially the countries we would refer toTs havfe * T? COUTitrles and «* 
It is true these people had custom * * glor,OU8 hi *tory. 

the e Vll< or lgnorance of the d °“ 8 we now condemn and attribute to 
the r superstitions and burned man for Zu l * that they to ° had 

Period not too remote in European histn Craft ‘ W ® did tho 8ame at a 
chusetts, not two hundred years “ Under the la ws of Massa- 

-aterla, and spiritual ™ * V, ° laUon * 

aul in distress called upon (he witch f ,aVOgUe ,D the tlme of the Jew, 
In the J 1 ? the departed Samuel and if the f l ° PUt him fn communl- 

from h,B eoda D perm,t thG Amerlcaa ^ <oCZo°**ZZZ 
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In conclusion, lot mo ungtuuf ‘'no thought a* to the age of man in 
America Bancroft In hi* "Native Race* of the Pacino Btatea" tells as 
America wan peopled from Asia. but the Jesup research informs ns that “A 
notable effort wa* made under the aunplcea of Morris K Jesup. president of 
the American Museum or Natural History, to settle moro definitely the ques¬ 
tion of the origin of the American Indians Mr. Jesnp. In consultation with 
a number of eminent anthropologists, came to the conclusion that the only 
satisfactory way to discover, if there were any evidences of contact between 
the early settlers of America and Asia, was to make a thorough investigation 
of the oldest remaining tribes of both countries. With this end tn view the 
"Jesnp North American Expedition of the American Museum of Natural His¬ 
tory" was organized in lSi» 7 . and for seven years it studied the characteristics, 
customs, traditions and languages of the Indian tribes in America from the 
Columbia River to Northern Alaska, and in Asia as far south as the line of 
civilisation By studying how long the tribes had been on the Pacific Coast, 
what changes had taken place in the tribal physical characteristics, and what 
relation the various tribes bore to one another, it was possible to trace the 
relationship between the Asiatic and American tribes, and probably the cause 
of emigration in prehistoric times. The result of the expedition points to 
the existence of Intimate relationship between the Asiatic and American 
Indians, and the conclusion of the members of the expedition is that the Indtan 
originated In America and spread Into Asia.** 

Taking the prehistoric man in Peru as an example of the advancement in 
the arts of civilization, we find them prior to the coming of Columbus with 
post and military roads such as Ceasar built In his campaigns against the 
people In Western Europe and In fact as highly commendable as European 
roads of the first class, and such road leading from the capitol of their country 
to the utmost limits of the state; with stone culverts over the small streams 
and ravines, and swinging bridges over the rivers, and over these roads 
daily postmen, guards and other officials with information for the different 
branches of the government passed, along which houses were provided for 
resting and refrwshiv.enl stations, and over which the fruits and fish of the 
coast country was carried to the ruler and royal family. 

The Spartan government of three thousand years ago was probably no 
wiser In Its establishment than this ancient country and it might appear that 
the two countries had. though thousands of miles separated and a different 
longue, many of the features were similar The citizenship was divided into 
clast-es of Ml: into 10G; into SGO and into 10G0, over which was an officer, who 
ruled them in accordance with the laws provided by the king 

Judges were appointed over the people to Judge of the crimes committed 
and tnjasttce done the citizen, and in most case* the verdict was death, 
ihough it could be mitigated. It was a capitol offence to turn the water from 
•neighbors field into your own; blasphemy against the sun was a capitol 
nse and was the burning of a bridge or the crime of adultery 
The production of the whole state was divided into three parts, the first 
ib h * fnl l ° SuR -God this representatives) the second to the Inca— 
rhlt ta*?*** th ° thlPd l4St to ,he and in this it woaM 

* cwtsh idea prevailed in the observance of the sun god 
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_— ' ver y mail having a certain 

llvidi'fi among all the PWP 1 * y cb11 dren came, extra 

The !»>*<« " BH d ‘ V ‘ . ven marriage and /V* ere married off. certain 
parcel, and thla wa 9 a nd as the children taln intervals, the 

L 5 “ d ■" 

the Pacific C0B ® , dense population deaths of the people. 

zs rx^rrr;^.—- ~ *« in wpt 

when the Jews visited that country. ^ q{ oJd and as at pre sent where 

The king, his family and the p - country was no exception 

they exist, were Che «rf. o, d“a” It other. Gold and 

“,. a er°^'i“tton h w^ and Ut. other mode™ productions tvere the eUPlee 
Of the date in of which we speak. of WO rship. and this 

^re^ 

^^r^^r^^ahd years a 6 o ; tt.es hare 
changed many things, but the human characteristics still exist 

The characteristic government of the Inca's in Peru at the coming of 
Columbus is but the kindred in character of those through Central and North 
America, at that time long past their zenith in greatness; their heights hav- 
The most gorgeous temple of pre- 


ing been reached many centuries before, 
historical times was probably in Chololu. in Mexico, where the outer walls 
covered acres of ground, the temple being 1400 feet long and the perpen¬ 
dicular walls rising 177 reet and covering more ground than the jyramids of 
Egypt and its antiquity records by equal centuries. 

Near the city of Mexico stood the capitol. which probably represented 
the nations, states and empires of the western hemisphere, where slaves, 
criminals and captive tribes were sacrificed by the thousands for rebellious¬ 
ness and to appease the gods of war. Yucatan, if we rely upon the excavation 
made by scientist, antiquarians and scholars, once contained a citizenship 
far surpassing that of any other country of equal antiquity. 

In our south western country of Arizona there existed an agricultural 
advancement rivaling what our government and people contemplate by 
modern irrigation in that section and when that country is made the garden 
spot, agriculturally, in America, it will probably not far surpass what it was 
under the reign of the prehistoric America. The canal was in operation in 
that section when the Jew was making the sun-dried brick in Egypt and the 
prehistoric man. of which we speak, was making a similar one for his people- 
the magazine or store house was annually supplied for a "seven year famine ” 
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thnn | fl tho Kast four thousand yeara ago did not 

»n«l the civilization » * R wou|d 8oem that the same spirit of adyance- 

u, U eT’bo?h splrllually and materially moved eyually for the good and evil 

‘ n Tms not at all Improbable that In our middle and western prairie states 
“ hnen stated by writers, once covered with a forest as dense as 
r/lstern and western sections of our country, but cleared for agricultural 
purposes In order to sustain an immense population. 





